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 NDIA Monthly Luncheon  

Jan. 14th, 2009 Catamaran 
Resort & Conference 

Center 

11:30 – 1:00 pm 

Chief Tracy Jarman, City of San Diego 
Fire Chief  

 
Tracy Jarman was 
appointed Fire Chief 
for the City of San 
Diego on June 26, 
2006. Since joining 
the San Diego Fire-
Rescue Department 
as a fire fighter in 
1984, she progressed 
up through the ranks 
of the Department 
and became the 
Assistant Fire Chief in 
May 2003. As the 

Assistant Fire Chief, Jarman was responsible for 
Support Services areas of the Department for all Fire, 
Emergency Medical and Lifeguard Services, including 
Personnel, Budget, Fleet. Chief Jarman holds a Fire 
Science Degree from Miramar College, a Bachelors 
Degree in Biology and a Masters Degree in Public 
Administration from San Diego State University.  
 
 
 
 
2009 NDIA-SD Luncheon Prices Announced 
 
2009 luncheons will be priced at $28 each via on-
line registration and payment.  On-line registrants 
who pay at the door will be charged $35.00.  Walk-
ups are priced at $45.00.  On-line registration 
closes COB on the Friday before the Wednesday 
luncheon. 
 

2009 Luncheon Schedule  
 
There will be no Chapter LUNCHEON in February.  
The NDIA-SD chapter hosts eleven luncheons 
each year.  Because of a full events schedule and 
in recognition of commitments to AFCEA WEST 
2009, the “ February”  luncheon will be held in 
October. 
 
Save with an Annual Luncheon Purchase 
 
Register and pay now for the whole year to get a 
free lunch!  NDIA-SD 2009 Annual Luncheon 
registrations are available for $280.00 through 
Jan. 14th, 2009.  
 
Walk-ins are accommodated as space permits. 
Note - Discount is determined by date of your 
online registration before the deadline. Thanks 
for your cooperation. We accept Visa, MasterCard 
and American Express for lunches. To register 
please visit www.ndia-sd.org. If you have 
questions related to registration, please contact 
Alyx Schmidt, aschmidt@epsilonsystems.com.   
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From the Chapter 
President 
 

Dear NDIA Supporters, 
 
I hope each of you had 
a wonderful Holiday 
Season with family and 
friends.   

 
The start of a new year is for looking 
forward, but I’d be remiss if I didn’t wrap up 
2008 for you.  During December, we had the 
last SSC Executive Forum of the year – 
highlighted by a senior industry panel 
discussing recruiting and retention in the 
defense industry.  Recruiting and retaining 
our technical workforce over the next 10-20 
years will be quite a challenge, as Terry 
McKearney pointed out in his introduction.  I 
urge all our members to actively participate 
and support your Chapter’s Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 
education initiatives. Thanks to Mary 
Gmitruk and Will Nevilles for putting on 
another highly successful event! 
 
Our December luncheon was true to the 
season of giving, featuring the Navy & 
Marine Corps Relief Society and its good 
works.  We also elected a new slate of 
officers & directors. This year’s results: 
 President – Gerry Nifontoff 

Executive Vice President – Tony 
Nufer 

 Secretary – Freda Ramey 
 Treasurer – Alyx Schmidt 
 Directors (two year terms): 
  Jim Abbott 

Dave Aberizk 
Merv Cutler 
George Klein 
Will Nevilles 
Beth Yakel 

The (2008) Board of Directors met for its 
final session of the year.  Among other 
orders of business was a scrub of the 
Bylaws (thank you, Dwayne Junker) and a 
proposal to increase the size of the Board to 
15 members.  That proposal passed.  The 
Bylaws state that the Board may fill 
emergent vacancies, and it filled one of the 
three new vacancies by unanimously 

electing Jamie Hewitt.  The remaining 2 
vacancies will be filled shortly. 
 
Your 2009 officers and directors are looking 
forward to another banner year for the 
Chapter, focusing as always on our mission, 
to: 
 

·  ADVOCATE: Cutting edge 
technology and superior weapons, 
equipment, training, and support for 
the War-Fighter and First 
Responder,  

·  PROMOTE: A vigorous, responsive, 
Government – Industry National 
Security Team,  

·  PROVIDE: A legal and ethical forum 
for exchange of information between 
Industry and Government on 
National Security issues. 

 
The exchange of information between 
Industry and Government is the focus of a 
team led by Will Nevilles that will develop 
ideas for follow-ons to our highly successful 
SOA Symposium.   Please contact Will 
(nevilles_will@bah.com) with your ideas and 
suggestions. 
 
We’re starting off with a January luncheon 
speaker who will follow up on the Homeland 
Security thrust we initiated last year.  Our 
speaker will be Chief Tracy Jarman, Fire 
Chief of the San Diego Fire & Rescue 
Department, whose topic will be the 
Regional Command, Control and 
Communications Project.  Our Winter SIEN 
is scheduled for 29 January and will feature 
Maritime Domain Awareness. The event will 
be longer than usual to accommodate the 
guest speakers and the scope of the topic. 
 
I wrote in last month’s newsletter that the 
Secretary of the Navy’s office has decided to 
hold their 2009 Gold Coast Conference in 
Riverside.  Well, there may be a change 
back to San Diego.  So stand by for further 
news as it unfolds.   
 
Don’t forget to visit our web site at: 
www.ndia-sd.org.  We wish you all a healthy 
and happy New Year. 
 
Warm Regards, 
Gerry Nifontoff 
President 
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Chapter Goals –  
Advocate, Promote, 
Provide & Improve; 
Government & Industry 
Working Together 
 
Advocate: Cutting Edge Technology 
 

- Increase awareness of new 
technologies and their potential 
applications for system solutions 
through presentations, seminars and 
special forums.  
 

- Initiate and support studies and 
technical assessments in support of 
government initiatives to capitalize 
on new technologies and acquisition 
options. 
 

- Facilitate exchange of information 
between DOD and Homeland 
Security/First Responder interests 
where overlapping options exist. 
 

- Interact with local academia in the 
science and engineering areas to 
broaden the interchange of 
technology development information 
and to draw academia into closer 
collaboration to develop new 
systems options. 

  
 
Promote: A vigorous, responsive 
Government/ Industry National Security 
team 
 

- Engage in development of the next 
generation scientist/engineers 
through actions and coordination 
with agencies and organizations 
involved in education. 

  
- Support the development of the 

acquisition work force by sponsoring 
initiatives and workshops focused 
on all aspects of program 
management. 

 
- Advocate acquisition strategies that 

increase small business access to 
defense contracts 

 
- Expand membership to provide 

more opportunities for interaction 
among the following communities: 

o Government 
o Students 
o Industry 
o Small Businesses 

 
Provide: Legal & Ethical forum for 
exchange of information between 
Industry & Government 
 

- Conduct periodic seminars to permit 
open dialogue between industry and 
government relating to procurement 
initiatives, plans and programs. 
 

- Provide education to legislators to 
increase their awareness of local 
defense industry and government 
capabilities: 

  
o Establish and maintain 

ongoing dialog with local 
legislative staffs 

       
      -      Raise legislative issues of 

importance to local defense 
establishment to NDIA          
National for consideration as part of 
their legislative agenda. 
 

- Foster innovative approaches to 
acquisition of C2IT through 
collaboration with other 
organizations and seek 
implementation support 
collaboratively. 

 
Improve: The local military community 
 

- Maintain awards programs to 
acknowledge individuals’ 
contributions to national 
defense. 

 
- Engage organizations dedicated 

to serving the military 
community. 

 
 

- Participate in and sponsor 
events that have a positive 
impact on the military 
community. 
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Chapter Calendar 
Please visit www.ndia-sd.org for the 
complete chapter calendar. Scroll to the 
bottom and click the NDIA San Diego 2009 
Calendar link 

 
Small Business Voice: 
 
Gold Coast 2009 
 
We were, once again, surprised when we 
were advised by NAFAC they had a change 
of mind and would like NDIA Small Business 
Committee to help in the execution of Gold 
coast 2009.  While we have not completed 
our planning discussions, the Board of 
Directors is scheduled to review our plans 
early in 2009.  I will let you know how we will 
proceed. 
 
Small Business Conference – 2009 
 
We have identified a few potential 
supporters of a San Diego Small Business 
Conference.  We have several options, 
which as I said above, we will be discussing 
at the first 2009 BOD Meeting on 1/6. 
 
Job Fair – SAVE THE DATE 6/6/2009 
 
The event will be held at Balboa Park and is 
expected to draw between 2,000-3,000 
applicants.  There will be several 
sponsorships available to support this great 
event. For details contact Laura Barish, 
laura@btsihq.com. 
 
Small Business Committee Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held at the 
Catamaran following the lunch January 
14th.  Agenda coming soon but a large part 
of the meeting will focus on bringing together 
the San Diego Small Business Conference. 
 
NDIA National Small Business 
Conference  
 
The next conference will be held in Newport 
RI this year.  2010 considerations are going 
toward Huntsville AL and I am pressing for 
San Diego in 2010 or 2011. 
 

Awards 
 
NDIA Chairman Ken Slaght 
presents NDIA Awards to four 
“Top Graduates” onboard USS 
MIDWAY Museum. 
 

 
The USS M idway Museum sits paramount in 
San Diego Bay.  
 
Four “Top Graduates” received NDIA 
awards at a Commissioning Ceremony held 
on Saturday morning December 20, 2008 on 
the flightdeck of the USS MIDWAY Museum.  
The event included the commissioning of 
officers in the Navy, Marine Corps, Army, 
and Air Force from Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (ROTC) Units of the University of San 
Diego, San Diego State University, Point 
Loma Nazarene University, and California 
State University, San Marcos.  Captain Mark 
Woolley, USN, Professor of Naval Science 
and Commanding Officer of Navy ROTC at 
USD presided. Colonel Martin Wojtysiak, 
USAF, Commander of Air Force ROTC, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Kent Rideout, USA, Army 
ROTC also participated 
   

 
L ieutenant Colonel Kent Rideout aboard the 
M idway on a glor ious day for  our  local 
military.  
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RADM Wr ight is a 1977 graduate of the US 
Naval Academy and has served as a Naval 
Aviator  and in var ious Navy and Joint 
leadership positions for  over  thir ty years. 
 
The guest speaker was Rear Admiral 
Garland P. “Gar” Wright, Jr., Deputy 
Commander Navy Region Southwest.  His 
message to the “to-be-commissioned-
officers” was about leadership and the 
significance of their role as military officers.  
He congratulated them on their decision to 
serve, their willingness to put their lives at 
risk, their love for America and their desire to 
support this great Country. He also spoke 
about the opportunities they, as leaders, 
would have to shape lives and make a 
difference in our Nation’s security.  Lastly, he 
addressed those who have supported and 
will support them in their future. 
 
Recipients of the NDIA “Top Graduate 
Award” were presented an officer’s sword/ 
saber from NDIA Chairman, RADM Kenneth 
Slaght USN, (Ret.). 
 

 
Ensign Gerry receives his award from RADM 
Slaght USN, (Ret.) 
 
Ensign Andrew Gerry was the Navy awardee 
from Groton, Connecticut.  He graduated 
from University of San Diego majoring in 
Electrical Engineering.  His first duty 

assignment is Pensacola, Florida where he 
will receive flight training to become a Naval 
Aviator. 
 

  
Second L ieutenant Rettedal receives his 
award from RADM Slaght USN, (Ret.) 
 
Marine Corps recipient was Second 
Lieutenant Daniel Rettedal from Colorado 
Springs, CO.  He graduated from Point 
Loma Nazarene University majoring in 
Philosophy and Theology, minoring in 
History.  His first assignment will be to The 
Basic School at Quantico, VA. 
 

 
Second L ieutenant Jappe receives his award 
from RADM Slaght USN, (Ret.) 
 
The Army awardee was Second Lieutenant 
Michael Jappe from Santa Clara, CA.  He 
graduated from San Diego State University 
majoring in International Security and 
Conflict Resolution.  His first assignment will 
be to the Engineering Officer Basic Course 
at Fort Leonard Wood, MO. 
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Second L ieutenant Bur ton receives his award 
from RADM Slaght USN, (Ret.) 
 
Second Lieutenant Patrick Burton from 
Minneapolis was the Air Force recipient.  He 
graduated from San Diego State University 
in Business Administration and with a minor 
in Aerospace Studies.  His first assignment 
will be the Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot 
Training at Sheppard AFB, TX. 
 

 
Representing NDIA at the ceremony were 
former  NDIA President M ike Woiwode and 
Chairman RADM Ken Slaght. 
 

SIEN 
 

The SIEN will be held Jan 29, 2008 at the 
ADM Kidd Club and will feature an update on 
the Navy’s next phase of Maritime Domain 
Awareness (MDA) implementation.  
Specifically: 

The Keynote Speaker will be PEO C4I, Mr. 
Chris Miller and/or his lead for MDA, Andy 
Farrar. They will provide an MDA 101 Brief 
(what they have accomplished so far 
programmatically)  

Additionally, there will a brief/discussion 
regarding the planned implementation of 
Spiral II (i.e. What PEO C4 is currently 

requiring for Spiral II, and how can industry 
best support it?). 

Please visit the NDIA-SD Chapter website: 
http://ndia-sd.org/index.jsp 

 

Congratulations! 2009 
NDIA Officers & Board 
of Directors 
 
Chairman of the Board: 
    RADM Ken Slaght, USN (ret) 
    General Dynamics IT 
President: 
    Gerry Nifontoff 
    SAIC 
Immediate Past President: 
     Dwayne Junker 
     Epsilon Systems Solutions 
Executive Vice President: 
    Tony Nufer 
    CSC  
Secretary: 
     Freda Ramey            
     FSK Technology Services, Inc. 
Treasurer: 
     Alyx Schmidt 
     Epsilon Systems Solutions 
Directors: 

David Aberizk 
 Integrated Consultants, Inc. 

               Jim Lasswell 
               INDUS Technology, Inc. 

 Jim Abbott 
               SAIC 

Frank Hewitt 
               intelliSolutions, inc. 

George Klein 
               Battelle 

Mike Woiwode 
 WodeWorks Consulting 
              Will Nevilles 
              Booz Allen Hamilton 

Pem Smith 
              General Dynamics IT 

Merv Cutler 
              Syzygy Technologies, Inc. 

Jason Minter 
              Epsilon Systems Solutions 
              Beth Yakel 
              Syncrotech 

Terry McKearney 
              The Ranger Group 

Jamie Hewitt 
              intelliSolutions, inc. 
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